
Volume XXIV • Issue I Spring 2023

The Lion     Speaks
Newsletter of the Nasson College Alumni Association

IN THIS ISSUE

Old Memories Celebrated, New Ones Made
By Mark Hoffman, ’77

The 2022 Nasson College Homecoming, 
held in October, was a great success. 
Alumni, faculty, and families came back 
to a thriving Nasson campus with major 
improvements evident everywhere. 
Most alumni cannot believe how the 
former campus has been transformed 
into a vibrant collection of community 
facilities that serve sports, arts, 
education and health. 

Many of these facilities are available to 
us for the Nasson Homecoming: 
• the Nasson Community Center for 
meetings, presentations, dining, musical 
events, and cocktail parties
• the Nasson Little Theatre, a completely 
renovated theatre for concerts, theatrical 
presentations, and alumni gatherings

• the Nasson College Heritage Center 
with its kitchen, meeting room, 
archives, and collection of Nasson 
College memorabilia
• the Nasson College Memorial Flag 
Plaza, overlooking the “Quad” with its 
benches and hundreds of dedication 
bricks from alumni.

The Homecoming fun started on Friday 
with a golf tournament and a pizza party 
in the Nasson Little Theatre. Friday 
evening, the Nasson classes of the 80s 
met on the coast in Wells for an awesome 
party with food, drinks, and music.

The next morning, registration was held 
in the Nasson Heritage Center (former 
Nasson College library). Then everyone 
was invited to the Annual Meeting 
of the Nasson Alumni in the Little 
Theatre. It was standing room only 
as the president and administration 
committee chairs gave their reports.

Next, we all went to take class pictures 
in front of Alumni Hall. The newly 
renovated cupola and spire (on top of 
Alumni Hall) instilled pride in every 

Catching up at the Hilltop House. Photo credits: Kirk Williamson ’76.

Alumni group photo taken in front of Alumni Hall at Homecoming 2022.
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By Connie Witherby, ’73

Nasson College closed 40 years ago 
this May, in 1983. From 1912 until its 
closing, Nasson inspired thousands of 
women, and after 1952, men as well, to 
excel in a variety of disciplines, and in 
so doing, accomplished a multitude of 
goals. We attended Nasson for a variety 
of reasons—to study for a specific 
career path, to enrich ourselves, to meet 
new people, and to have an opportunity 
to travel. 

I have been actively involved with the 
Alumni Association since around 2000 
when I joined the Board of Directors. 
The Heritage Center was established 
in 1998 through the efforts of local 
alumni, and I have watched, and been 
a part of our continuing role in the 
Springvale/Sanford community. I was 
one of the four alumni to “save” the 
Memorial Gym and Little Theatre 
in 2002, and create the Nasson 
Community Center. After retiring and 
moving to Maine in 2009, I was elected 
president of the Nasson College Alumni 
Association in 2010.  

A Note from the President
I am most impressed by the dedication 
of our alumni. We have kept the 
memory of Nasson College alive in our 
hearts, on the internet, and through our 
wallets. Each year at Homecoming, 70 
plus alumni travel to Maine to celebrate 
our friendships and memories. I am 
always amazed to see a new face that 
hasn’t been on campus since they 
graduated. And I am so pleased to see 
folks returning every year from places 
hundreds of miles from Springvale. I 
was chatting with some alumni, and 
realized that after our friendships, one 
of the main reasons that we have such 
good memories of Nasson is because 
of our outstanding faculty. They knew 
us as individuals (sometimes even as 
friends), not just a face in a classroom, 
and they nurtured us along with 
instructing us.

The Alumni Association is not just 
the people. We also have an archives 
collection that consists of year books, 
and mug books, as well as memorabilia 
from the Lion’s Den, College and 
Alumni store(s) and Nasson-themed 
souvenirs from Jo-Emma’s shop on 
Main Street, including clothing, mugs, 

jewelry, books, classroom items, and 
photographs. Many items were even 
saved from our dorm rooms after we 
returned home.

Know that YOU are a member of 
this limited edition organization. We 
currently have about 1900 names in 
our database. Your continued support 
means that we will continue to have 
an Alumni Association, and a place to 
gather for many years to come. 

By Craig Dutra, ’77

Homecoming 2023 will be held from 
Friday, October 6th until Sunday, 
October 8th. Here is the schedule for 
the three days. This year’s Homecoming 
falls on Columbus Day Weekend. If 
you are getting a room, it may be worth 
extending your stay for sightseeing, 
shopping and socializing.

Friday, October 6th will begin with the 
afternoon golf scramble at the Sanford 
Golf Course followed by a pizza party 
in the Little Theatre. There also will be 
a Nasson party gathering on the coast 
TBD.

Saturday’s events get underway at 9am 
in the Nasson Heritage Center with 
breakfast pastries and coffee. Our 
annual meeting begins at 10am in the 

Plans for Homecoming 2023
Little Theatre followed by group photos 
on the steps of Alumni Hall. 

Following photos, we will dedicate the 
new movie screen and projector in the 
Nasson Little Theatre. Amazing that 
we now have a “state of the art” movie 
theatre with a film library of 300 classic 
films to show. Lunch will be held at 
noon in the gym followed by Greg 
Gallup’s cocktail party on the site of the 
former Hilltop House. 

The early afternoon Saturday activities 
will also include the campus bus tour 
that will also include transport to and 
from the Hilltop House. 

Saturday’s late afternoon activities 
will include a celebration of the class 
of 1973’s 50th reunion in the Little 
Theatre. 

In the gym, the classes of ’68, ’78, 
and ’83 will also be celebrating their 
milestone reunions and hosting a 
cocktail party with light snacks and 
beverages. 

Other Saturday events are to be 
determined by the newly expanded 
Homecoming Committee: Richard 
Berlinsky ’83, Janet Cotton Fraser ’82, 
Jim Leach ’83, Alan Bishop ’82, Brad 
Brunelle ’82, Skip Pfohl ’82, Craig Dutra 
’77, Mark Hoffman ’77, Merrill Marsh 
’77, and Ned O’Hara ’74.

Sunday’s SMBC (Sunday Morning 
Breakfast Club) will get underway with 
brunch fare and Bloody Mary’s on the 
coast (location TBD). This year’s SMBC 
guest speaker is former faculty member 
Dr. Morton Gold who will talk about 
his career and current interests.
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By Ann (Drenzek) Fisher, ’83

As a townie, my life has been 
intertwined with Nasson since I was a 
kid. It was there I made lifelong friends, 
took my first trip to Europe, discovered 
an eye-opening passion for history, and 
gained a porthole into my career as a 
news junkie. Nasson gave me all that 
and so much more.
 
Do you feel that way about your time, 
your own story, at Nasson, too? What 
do you remember, who are the people 
you wonder about? Who would you like 
to reconnect with?

It’s hard to believe, but 2023 is the 40th 
year since the college closed. Although 

It’s Time to Come Home
the campus is no longer home to a 
college, most of the buildings are still 
standing and you can still see the places 
where, led by wonderful profs, we 
learned and grew, played sports, did all 
the crazy stuff not fit for print — and 
became ourselves. 

The word homecoming has never meant 
as much as it does this year. 

With the youngest students now in their 
50s and members of the Class of ’83 
over 60 years old, there are fewer and 
fewer of us. The other alums call me 
and the other members of the classes of 
’83, ’84, ’85 and ’86 the “babies of the 
family.” Wrap your head around that! 

With the hope that more of my fellow 
alumni come back and tell their stories 
this year, please indulge me while I 
share mine.

Nasson College has been part 
of my life from the time my 
family moved to Shapleigh 
in 1967. Riding through 
Springvale every Saturday 
on our way to go shopping 
in Sanford, I felt a pull 
towards the beautiful buildings 
on Main Street in Springvale even 
then. “I’m going to go there someday,” I 
thought. No, I KNEW. 

I craned my neck to see the college kids 
throng Main Street in the late ’60s on 
their way to the old haunts, now long 
gone. As a teenager, I tried to sneak into 
one of the lower campus dorms but lost 
my nerve. 

Finally, during my senior year in 
high school, I was accepted at Nasson 
College.

I met really cool, interesting kids from 
way outside my limited experience 
as a Maine girl who grew up in the 
country. They widened my world view 
considerably.

Dr. Merle Young and Dr. Senning 
held me spellbound in history class. I 
learned so much as an English major 

from Dr. Bovie and Dr. Herberger. I 
can still see Mr. Scott leaning back in 
his chair (with a cigarette in his hand, 
of course), and calling on me by saying, 
“Ms. Duh-renzek.” 

Loved going to Bea’s Fireside and The 
Hill. I remember Heaven and Hell, 
and treating myself to tuna melts and a 
game of pool with friends at The Lion’s 
Den.

I was lucky enough to study abroad in 
Florence with George Burke in the fall 
of 1982, when a love of art and travel 
took hold.

Graduation was bittersweet, of course, 
as I was part of the last class ever to 
receive diplomas the following spring. 

Curiosity got the better of me, and 
I went to a Homecoming in 

the ’90s to find a small 
but dedicated group of 

alumni from the ’70s. 
Even though I didn’t go 
to school with any of 
them, they made me feel 

welcome. 

A couple of years ago, I 
accepted an invitation to join 

the board of the alumni association 
— which is the most dynamic and 
active group of alumni imaginable for 
a college that hasn’t existed for almost 
four decades. 

Board members work very hard to 
ensure we have a great event every fall. 
They arrange tours of the campus and 
book live music. Lunch and dinner 
menus are carefully chosen, and a 
happy hour is set up at The Hill. SMBC 
has returned, and it’s now open to all. 

We belong to an exclusive club, one 
whose membership can never grow, and 
conversely, dwindles every year. 

But we still have our memories, our 
stories and a place to share them. 

That place is Homecoming. The time is 
now...Because if not now, when?  

President—Constance Witherby, ’73
Vice-President—Craig Dutra, ’77
Treasurer—Merrill Marsh, ’77
Recording Secretary—Janet Cotton Fraser, ’81
Sherman Baldwin, ’83
Richard Berlinski, ’83
Alan Bishop, ’82
Dorothy Daly Blake, ’60
Casey Breen, ’83
Brad Brunelle, ’82
Nina Eastman Chabot, ’57
Charlene Romako Dumont, ’60
Lorraine Dutile Masure, ’70
Ann Fisher, ’83
Richard Ford, ’65
Greg Gallup, ’76
Natalie Marriner Hoag, ’55
Lorraine Dutile Masure, ’70
Mark Hoffman, ’77
Carl Johnson, ’60
Raymond Kelley, ’59
James Leach, ’83
Janice Longfellow, ’59
Ned O’Hara, ’74
Kyle Kitchen Osborne, ’75
Skip Pfohl, ’82
Dave Plocharczyk, ’76
Suzanne Couture Roullard, ’70
Paul Roy, ’82
Marjorie Moore Sanborn, ’62
(Emerita) Meg Hutchins Broderick, ’78

Nasson College Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
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By Ann (Drenzek) Fisher, ’83

Dedicated doesn’t even begin to 
describe Connie Witherby, who’s been 
the president of the Nasson College 
Alumni Association for over a decade. 

As the head of the group 
that keeps the Nasson name 
and spirit alive, Connie is 
responsible for setting the 
agendas and running board 
meetings. She’s in charge of 
the newsletter, which she 
also designs, brings to the 
printer, and with a group 
of other alumni, collates 
before lugging the copies 
to the post office for a 
mass mailing. If an order comes in for 
items from the college store, she goes to 
Springvale and packs and ships them 
off. She’s heavily involved in planning 
Homecoming every year. And that’s 
only a partial list.

Connie was born in Buffalo but grew 
up outside of Boston. She said she 
decided to attend Nasson on the 
recommendation of her guidance 
counselor. 

When asked about the fondest 
memories she has of her time at 
Nasson, Connie replied, “Certainly it 
was working at the Little Theatre with 
(Dr.) Len Whittier and Rick Schneider 
’71, who created the Little Theatre and 
did most of the work.” She also recalls 
walking to and from The Hill and 

SPOTLIGHT: Meet Our President
seeing big name musicians, such as Lee 
Michaels, Odetta and Dizzy Gillespie, 
in the gym, where concerts were held 
then.

A 1973 graduate, Connie earned a 
degree in English and, as 
many of her generation 
did, took off on a trip to 
Europe. For six of the nine 
months she washed dishes 
at a Scottish hotel, “which 
was a blast,” she recalled. 
“I was footloose and 
fancy free and could do 
whatever I wanted.” 

Eurail pass in hand, she 
“bummed around Europe” 

for six weeks after leaving Scotland. She 
then talked her way back into England 
to retrieve her things before returning 
to the States.

After returning to the U.S., Connie 
worked in a department store for three 
years before beginning a lifelong career 
as a park ranger with the National Park 
Service in 1978. She first worked giving 
programs at the Old North Bridge in 
Concord, MA followed by the Bunker 
Hill Monument and talks in Faneuil 
Hall in Boston. Her career continued 
in Morristown, NJ, giving programs in 
18th century costume before settling 
in at Sandy Hook, NJ, for 21 years 
supervising the Interpretive staff.

The New Jersey post “was the neatest 
thing, it really was,” she said. “It was my 

first chance to live on the Jersey Shore. 
I was able to give tours of a lighthouse 
and the beach environment.”
 
NYC was just across the harbor and she 
remembers seeing the smoke after the 
towers were hit on 9/11. Connie spent 
the next day directing traffic at the 
park because “the entire world came to 
Sandy Hook to look.”

Connie retired in March of 2009, and 
by May she packed up and moved to 
Wells. She became president of the 
board one year later, taking over for 
Lorraine Masure ’71. 

When she’s not concentrating on 
Nasson-related volunteer work, Connie 
still enjoys live theatre and recently 
attended a showing of “Hamilton” in 
Boston. She also likes to travel and 
hopes to resume doing so soon. “My 
passport got lots of use before COVID,” 
she said.

Connie clearly enjoys her role as 
president of the board, and, lucky for 
us, doesn’t indicate she’s going to step 
down any time soon. 

Because there are not that many board 
members who live locally, “I run the 
show,” she said. She travels from the 
home she shares with her all-black cat, 
Kona, to Springvale pretty much every 
week.

“I feel like Nasson is my middle name,” 
she said. 

Dear Nasson Alumni Association,

We cannot thank you enough for your 
generous $2,000 donation. Because of 
your contribution, our Summer Reading 
Program in 2023 will be hosted by 
Beanstack, an online system that allows 
families to access our reading program 
resources virtually. The past two years, 
the State Library had a grant that allowed 
us to use it over COVID, but that funding 
diminished. Upon hearing that we would 
receive your contribution, we decided 
to utilize this money for the September 

Thank You from Louis B. Goodall Memorial Library
2022-September 2023 licensing. This 
format was hugely applauded by children 
and parents, and we were ecstatic that we 
could continue using this platform.

We were also able to purchase two iPads 
for the Children’s Room. Until now, we 
have used 10-year-old laptops that were 
getting very slow, and losing compatibility 
with newer applications. We are now state 
of the art! Children come in daily to use 
these devices, many times on a window 
seat to feel the warm sun on a frosty 
winter day.

We will continue to find ways to make 
every dollar we receive to best serve the 
City of Sanford and Village of Springvale. 
Most of all, we are extremely fortunate 
to call organizations like the Nasson 
Alumni Association our partners.

Thank you for all that you do for our 
community!

Sincerely,
Chip Schrader, M.L.I.S.
Director, Louis B. Goodall Memorial Library
952 Main St., Sanford, ME 04073
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By Peter Van Allen
Reprinted with permission of Mainebiz

Plans are in the works to transform 
three former Nasson College dorms 
into housing, creating 83 market-rate 
apartments in the Sanford village of 
Springvale. 

Much of the former campus has been 
repurposed. But these are the last 
remaining vacant buildings. 

Nate Green and Chris Marshall, 
who have done smaller 
apartment renovations in 
southern Maine and recently 
completed the mixed-use 
Yarmouth Commons in 
Yarmouth, gave Mainebiz a tour 
of what former students still call 
“Camp Nasson in the Pines,” 
aptly named for its location in a 
wooded area about a mile from 
what was the main campus. 

Nasson College, which opened 
in 1912 as Nasson Institute and closed 
in 1983, at one time had nearly 1,000 
students on the campus. The small, 
liberal arts school was a bustling place. 

At the time the college closed, the 
three dorms — Pryor-Hussey Hall, 
Fobes Hall and Hanscom Hall — were 
all relatively new, having been built 
between 1964 and 1970. The park-like 
setting of Pryor-Hussey, Upper I and 
Upper II, as they were known — away 
from the main campus — made the 
buildings ideal party dorms. Alumni 
pages are loaded with memories of 
“Camp Nasson” and “keggers” on the 
Upper Campus. 

But since the college failed, citing 
factors like the high cost of energy, 
the dorms have largely been vacant. 
The previous owner lived in one part 
of Fobes Hall from 1990 until the sale 
went through this fall. 

Green and Marshall, who run Portland-
based GreenMars Real Estate Services, 

Last Vacancies on Former Nasson College 
Campus to Become Market-rate Apartments

bought the properties through a 
Craigslist offering, they said. The three 
buildings had been on and off the 
market over the years. 

The dorms are in various stages of 
decay. The one closest to the road, 
Pryor-Hussey, was the target of vandals 
over the years and many of the windows 
are gone. Fobes Hall had to be cleared 

of asbestos. The new owners carted off 
more than 100 mattresses to the dump. 

“Everything was in a time warp here,” 
said Green. 

MID-CENTURY MODERN LOOK

Green and Marshall expect to invest $11 
million to rehab the buildings and get 
them ready for rental. 

Hanscom Hall, at the top of the hill, will 
have 28 units. Features like common 
areas, with a large fireplace, will be 
kept in place. Fobes Hall, which was 
designed by a student of Frank Lloyd 
Wright and has an exterior of seashells 
mixed in stucco, will have 32 units. 
Pryor-Hussey Hall, which some say was 
among the first co-ed dorms in the U.S., 
will have 23 units. 

The properties are within the Sanford 
tax increment financing district, which 
will help offset the cost of a new road 
coming into the property. The pair is 

working with the Sanford Planning 
Board now to get a variance for 
multifamily use. 

Even though high energy costs were 
partially blamed for the college closing 
— giant oil tanks could be seen on the 
campus on a recent visit — the new 
owners plan to install heat pumps. 

The dorms will keep the original 
look — a variation on mid-century 
modern, with low-angled roofs and 
common rooms with big, central 
fireplaces. 

The developers plan to have a 
Nasson College trophy case, with 
mementos from the college. They 
plan on keeping the building names.

“We want to keep the original look,” 
said Green. 

The dorms sit on 27 acres, most of 
which is wooded. Long term, Green 
and Marshall say they may develop 

additional housing.

Prior to this, they developed a wedge 
of land on U.S. Route 1 in Yarmouth, 
building 18 market-rate apartments and 
four commercial-retail spaces. Sixteen 
of the 18 apartments have been rented. 
Three of the four commercial units are 
leased. 

To finance the Yarmouth development, 
they opened up roughly a third of the 
overall cost to investors, who were 
repaid within 21 months, Green and 
Marshall said. 

With the $11 million Nasson project, 
they plan to open up $2.95 million of 
that to investors, through Salt Marsh 
Capital.

Chris Marshall, left, and Nate Green, who plan to 
redevelop three dorms on the former Nasson College 
campus. Photo credit: Peter Van Allen.

SAVE THE DATE 
Class of ’73 50th Reunion

October 6–8, 2023
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alumnus as a new plaque was unveiled 
and dedicated (NCAA donated towards 
its renovation). 

At noon, a BBQ lunch was served in the 
gym along with a cash bar. After lunch, 
a campus bus tour took alumni around 
campus and up to the Hilltop House 
where a bar was set up and everyone 
could reminisce about great old times at 
“the Hill”!

In the afternoon, an All-Classes 
Cocktail Party was held in the gym 
with wonderful appetizers and a cash 
bar. That was followed by a special film 
presentation in the Nasson Little Theatre, 
put together by the Class of 1971. This 
amazing film instilled great pride in 
Nasson College for all that saw it.

Then a concert was presented in the gym 
featuring The Grassholes (a band that 
included two Nasson College Alumni, 
Merrill Marsh and Field Rider).

continued from page 1

The plaque for the new cupola was unveiled, in classic Nasson style with someone’s 
jacket...at least it was the right color!                      Photo credits: Kirk Williamson ’76.

Great music by The Grassholes, featuring 
Nasson alumni Merrill Marsh and Field Rider.

After the concert, a banquet-style 
dinner was served in the gym, and then 
the Grassholes performed a second set. 
After the show, the band had a “meet & 
greet” with their fans.

On Sunday, there was a brunch 
sponsored by the SMBC at the Bull 
and Claw in Wells with former faculty 
member Richard D’Abate who spoke 
about his life after Nasson. This event 
was well attended and enjoyed by all.

The Unknown Alumni
We have alumni who don’t realize 

they are alumni. According 
to the bylaws of the NCAA, 
membership in this association 

is open to faculty, staff, and any 
student who completed at least one semester 
in good standing. Do you know anyone who 
fits in that category? They are a part of the 
Nasson family. Please have them contact us at: 
nassonalumni@gmail.com.

For a Copy of Your Academic Transcript
Mail your request with the $3.00 fee per copy to:
Transcript Request — Maine Department of Education 
23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0023
Make checks payable to: Treasurer, State of Maine.
If you do not specifically request an “official” transcript, they will send 
you an unsigned photocopy of your academic record. If you need to 
have an official transcript sent to a third party, such as a prospective 
employer or another school, be sure to specify that in your request.
For more information, go to: http://www.maine.gov/education/
highered/Transcripts/Transcripts.htm

Nasson College Alumni Association Brick Order Form

Your contribution of $50 for each 4"x8" brick will be used to maintain the brick walkway of the Nasson Commons
Flag Plaza. Make a check payable to the Nasson College Alumni Association and include it along with this form. 
Mail to: Nasson Alumni Brick Order, Nasson Alumni Association, PO Box 416, Springvale, ME 04083. 
You may also go to www.nasson.org to purchase your brick online. 
Brick orders must be received by May 15th each year to be assured of seeing it on the Flag Plaza at Homecoming.
Name ____________________________________________Class Year/Faculty/Friend _________________________
Address _________________________________________ City ______________________ State _____Zip _______
Email ______________________________  @_____________________ Phone _______________________________
Each 4"x8" brick is $50 and includes 3 lines of text with up to 20 characters per line including spaces and punctuation.
LINE 1 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
LINE 2 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
LINE 3 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

CHERISHING
NASSON

MEMORIES


